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LAWYER OF THE YEAR AWARD

(Established in 1964)


There are no specifications for this award.  In the past, the presentation has been made to a lawyer who the Board of Directors felt should be honored for a variety of reasons including contributions made to the legal profession and community or who has contributed considerable time and efforts to Bar Association activities.


This committee believes that this award should have broad guidelines to permit the Bar to honor a lawyer for any number of reasons.  To that end, specifications have been broadly drawn.


Recommendations:  An award shall be presented annually at the Annual Dinner to be known as the “Lawyer of the Year Award”.


Purpose: To recognize outstanding service and dedication to the legal profession and the Bar Association of Erie County.


Criteria:  The award will recognize outstanding and exceptional contributions to the legal profession and Bar Association of Erie County.  Such contributions shall include conduct and activity which:


1.  Promotes the good will of the profession both within and without the legal 

community.


2.  Fosters respect for the legal profession.


3.  Elevates the standard of integrity, honor and courtesy in the legal profession.


4.  Encourages the spirit of brotherhood and sisterhood among the members of the Bar.


5.  Protects and promotes the interests of the people and of the members of the bar, the legal 


     profession and the administration of justice.


6.  Promotes the maintenance and protection of American institutions and principles.


Eligibility:  Any member of the Bar Association of Erie County.

Lawyer of the Year Award Past Recipients:

1965
George Wanamaker



1988
John T. Frizzell


1966
John Lesswing




1989
Charles H. Dougherty

1967
William H. Gage




1990
Hon. Norman Stiller

1968
Hon. Carlton A. Fisher



1991
Robert D. Fernbach

1969
Chester A. Pearlman



1992
William R. Brennan

1970
Eugene M. Downey



1993
Joseph D. Bermingham, Jr.

1971
Howard Starrett (posthumously)

1994
Daniel T. Roach

1972
Samuel Battaglia




1995
John W. Condon, Jr.

1973
John Leach





1996
Richard N. Blewett

1974
Philip H. Magner, Jr.



1997
Victor T. Fuzak

1975
M. Robert Koren




1998
James L. Magavern

1976
Joseph P. Runfola




1999
Grace Marie Ange

1977
Aaron Weinstein




2000
Paul Michael Hassett

1978
William B. Mahoney



2001
Paul W. Beltz

1979
Adelbert Fleischmann



2002
David R. Pfalzgraf

1980
Edmund S. Brown, Sr.



2003
Lawrence J. Wagner

1981
Stanley G. Falk




2004
Joel L. Daniels

1982
Hon. Walter J. Mahoney 


2005
John H. Napier


posthumously





2006
Courtland R. LaVallee



1983
Frank G. Raichle, Jr.



2007
Jeffrey M. Freedman






1984
J. Eugene McMahon



2008
Francis X. Carroll

1985
Philip J. O’Shea, Sr. (posthumously)
2009
David Gerald Jay

1986
Howard T. Saperston  



2010
Terrence M. Connors

1987
Maryann Saccomando Freedman

2011
Gayle L. Eagan
BAR ASSOCIATION OF ERIE COUNTY

ANNUAL DINNER AWARDS

Lawyer of the Year Award Nomination Form

A résumé or similar biographical material for the nominee should accompany this form.  

This nomination must be submitted by March 2, 2012 to:

Awards Committee 

Bar Association of Erie County

438 Main Street, Sixth Floor, Buffalo, New York 14202

NOMINEE:






















TITLE OR POSITION: 



















BUSINESS ADDRESS: 



















TELEPHONE NO.



 FAX: 



 E-MAIL: 









NOMINATION SUBMITTED BY:

NAME:  






















TITLE/AFFILIATION:  



















ADDRESS:






















TELEPHONE NO.  



 FAX:  


 E-MAIL: 










In the space provided below, please provide as much supporting information regarding the nominee’s qualifications
 for this award.  Please continue on the backside or use additional sheets if necessary.
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OUTSTANDING JURIST AWARD


This committee was charged with reporting on the feasibility of creating an award to be known as, “Judge of the Year Award”.  We have considered and discussed this proposal at great length.  Admittedly, when there exists a jurist whose legal knowledge, skill and judicial temperament are extraordinary in their good qualities, such a jurist is deserving of every plaudit the Bar Association of Erie County can bestow at such time he/she is still alive to enjoy it.  However, this committee believes that to establish such an award annually will once again create the situation of an award searching for a recipient - or, stated in other terms, the award will find its own level of mediocrity. We believe that the candidate should create the award rather than the award creates the candidate.


Therefore, it is the RECOMMENDATION of this committee that the proposal to create a “Judge of the Year Award” not be adopted.  Additionally, if at any time, it is the opinion of the Board of Directors that there exists a jurist whose devotion to the profession and the judicial system and whose judicial temperament is such as to warrant singular recognition, the Board of Directors, by a two-thirds vote of the entire Board, shall confer an “Outstanding Jurist Award”.


NOTE:  Because selection of such a candidate is fraught with explosive possibilities and because this committee firmly believes that such an award should be an exceptional award conferred only upon a truly extraordinary jurist, the size of the vote required for approval is intentionally set at two-thirds vote of the whole Board rather than a majority of those present. 

Outstanding Jurist Award Past Recipients:


1976
Hon. Carmen F. Ball


1996
Hon. Richard D. Simons




Hon. Norman A. Stiller


1997
Hon. John H. Doerr


1977
Hon. John T. Curtin


1998
Hon. Jerome C. Gorski


1978
N/A






1999
Hon. Leo J. Fallon


1979
Hon. H. Buswell Roberts

2000
N/A


1980
Hon. James B. Kane


2001
Hon. Sharon Seide Townsend


1981
N/A






2002
Hon. David J. Mahoney


1982
N/A








Hon. Joseph P. McCarthy


1983
Hon. Norman J. Wolf, Jr.

2003
N/A


1984
N/A






2004
Hon. John P. Lane


1985
Hon. John T. Curtin


2005
Hon. John T. Elfvin


1986
N/A






2006
Hon. Eugene F. Pigott, Jr.

1987
N/A






2007
Hon. Michael F. Griffith

1988
Hon. Vincent E. Doyle, Jr.

2008
Hon. Rose H. Sconiers






1989
Hon. Frederick M. Marshall

2009
Hon. Joseph D. Mintz

1990
Hon. Victor E. Manz


2010
Hon. Thomas P. Franczyk

1991
Hon. Edmund F. Maxwell

2011
Hon. Kevin M. Dillon

1992
N/A


1993
Hon. M. Dolores Denman


1994
Hon. Henry H. Gossel


1995
Hon. Samuel L. Green
BAR ASSOCIATION OF ERIE COUNTY

ANNUAL DINNER AWARDS

Outstanding Jurist Award Nomination Form

A résumé or similar biographical material for the nominee should accompany this form.  

This nomination must be submitted by March 2, 2012 to:

Awards Committee 

Bar Association of Erie County

438 Main Street, Sixth Floor, Buffalo, New York 14202

NOMINEE:






















TITLE OR POSITION: 



















BUSINESS ADDRESS: 



















TELEPHONE NO.



 FAX: 



 E-MAIL: 









NOMINATION SUBMITTED BY:

NAME:  






















TITLE/AFFILIATION:  



















ADDRESS:






















TELEPHONE NO.  



 FAX:  


 E-MAIL: 










In the space provided below, please provide as much supporting information regarding the nominee’s qualifications
 for this award.  Please continue on the backside or use additional sheets if necessary.
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*AWARD OF MERIT PAST RECIPIENTS


1978

George L. Cownie




Dennis Denny


1985

Eugene C. Tenney





William J. Cunningham, Jr.


1986

Philip H. Magner, Jr.


1990

David Gerald Jay


1994

Hon. James B. Kane


1995

Edward P. Jesella, Jr.


1996

Thomas H. Burton


1997

Lillian E.G. Cowan


2000

Hon. Jerome C. Gorski





Herbert H. Blumberg


2001

Diane F. Bosse


2002

Hon. Michael A. Battle





United States Attorney, Western District of New York


2003

Hon. Robert T. Russell, Jr.


2004

Albert Mugel, posthumously


2005

Paul J. Smaldone





Erie County Surrogate’s Court


2006

no award presented


2007

no award presented


2008

Sharon Stern Gerstman


2009

Robert M. Elardo, Managing Attorney, Volunteer Lawyers Project

2010

Scott A. Bylewski


2011

E.W. Dann Stevens, posthumously 
* Award first presented in 1978.  NO CRITERIA ESTABLISHED.  Traditionally given for extraordinary circumstances
BAR ASSOCIATION OF ERIE COUNTY

ANNUAL DINNER AWARDS

Award of Merit Nomination Form

A résumé or similar biographical material for the nominee should accompany this form.  

This nomination must be submitted by March 2, 2012 to:

Awards Committee 

Bar Association of Erie County

438 Main Street, Sixth Floor, Buffalo, New York 14202

NOMINEE:






















TITLE OR POSITION: 



















BUSINESS ADDRESS: 



















TELEPHONE NO.



 FAX: 



 E-MAIL: 









NOMINATION SUBMITTED BY:

NAME:  






















TITLE/AFFILIATION:  



















ADDRESS:






















TELEPHONE NO.  



 FAX:  


 E-MAIL: 










In the space provided below, please provide as much supporting information regarding the nominee’s 
qualifications for this award.  Please continue on the backside or use additional sheets if necessary.
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SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD


While the title given to this award is identical to that intended to recognize the contribution of a non-lawyer to the profession, this service award was created solely to recognize the services of J.B. Walsh as Executive Secretary of the Erie County Bar Association.  It is the opinion of this committee that this award was created as the result of unique circumstances.  Should such circumstances repeat themselves, this committee believes the Board has the inherent power to confer an award such as this once again.  However, we believe it to be unnecessary and inadvisable to establish this award as an annual honor.


Recommendation:  That this award shall not be presented annually, but that whenever in its opinion, there is a person who shall have contributed to the good and welfare of the Bar Association of Erie County and its members in an exceptional manner, the Board of Directors may make such provision for recognition thereof as it may deem appropriate.

Special Service Award Past Recipients:


1974
John B. Walsh



1995
Sanford C. Kulick (posthumously)

1978
William P. Bellas





Lynn A. Clarke


Harold J. Brand, Jr.


1996
Linda L. Kaumeyer





William J. Cunningham, Jr.



Hon. James H. Dillon



Jack L. Green




1997
Charles H. Dougherty


William R. Kneeland


1998
Nancy W. Saia





William Levitt





John P. Freedenberg


Morris Mesch




1999
Helen Ferraro-Zaffram




Myra S. Stuart 





Francis X. Carroll


Richard T. Sullivan


2000
Robert J. White

1979
Bruce A. Goldstein





John J. Aman

1980
Robert J. Kresse



2001
Michelle A. Crew




Peter J. Brevorka





Susan Etu Eagan


Franklin Pack




2002
Frank J. Boccio, Chief Clerk




1981
Joseph A. Schime





Erie County Family Court


Chief Clerk, Surrogate’s Court
2003
Martin J. Violante, Court Attorney Referee 



1982
William H. Gage





Eighth Judicial District

1983
Maryann Saccomando Freedman
2004
Karen L. Nicolson




1984
Anne (Nancy) M. Moore



Legal Services for the Elderly

1985
John A. Boccio (posthumously)
2005
Glenn E. Murray





David J. Mahoney





Richard S. Kwieciak

1986
Susan Ostrowski Beale


2006
Sheila Weir Schwanekamp 




Lawyers Helping Lawyers



Dennis Bischof

1987
Harold J. Brand, Jr.


2007 
Real Property Law Sub-Committee:



1988
Thomas M. Burke





Michael Lombardo, Kenneth Redding,

1989
Richard F. Griffin





Nancy Saia, W. Clark Trow



Oliver C. Young



2008
Lawyers Helping Lawyers Committee




1990
Ferdinand J. Ciccarelli


2009
Daniel T. Lukasik






Morris Mesch




2010
Robert H. Lawrence



Richard C. Panepinto (posthumously)

John Nuchereno


John T. Smythe



2011
not given
1992
Daniel F. Novak





 

1993
Hon. Irving Fudeman (posthumously)





Keith A. Morgenheim



Hon. Elloeen D. Oughterson

1994
Harold J. Boreanaz (posthumously)


Sharon Stern Gerstman



James A. Locke
BAR ASSOCIATION OF ERIE COUNTY

ANNUAL DINNER AWARDS

Special Service Award Nomination Form

A résumé or similar biographical material for the nominee should accompany this form.  

This nomination must be submitted by March 2, 2012 to:

Awards Committee 

Bar Association of Erie County

438 Main Street, Sixth Floor, Buffalo, New York 14202

NOMINEE:























TITLE OR POSITION: 



















BUSINESS ADDRESS: 




















TELEPHONE NO.



 FAX: 



 E-MAIL: 









NOMINATION SUBMITTED BY:

NAME:  






















TITLE/AFFILIATION:  



















ADDRESS:






















TELEPHONE NO.  



 FAX:  


 E-MAIL: 










In the space provided below, please provide as much supporting information regarding the nominee’s qualifications 
for this award.  Please continue on the backside or use additional sheets if necessary.
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CHARLES H. DOUGHERTY CIVILITY AWARD

(Established in 2006)


The practice of civility among attorneys, judges, clients, and witnesses is essential to the proper administration of justice. Standards of civility which have evolved through custom and tradition have been codified to confirm the legal profession’s rightful recognition of the practice of law as an honorable profession.  The day-to-day discharge of courtesy and civility sets the legal profession apart as being most worthy of public admiration.



The Bar Association of Erie County regards the maintenance of the highest standards of civility as the hallmark of the practice of law.  To emphasize the Bar’s high regard for courtesy and civility, it has established an annual award to be known as the Charles H. Dougherty Civility Award.  It will be presented to distinguished practitioners who exemplify the same sense of civility and decorum that characterized the career of Charles H. Dougherty.



Mr. Dougherty was a Past President of the Bar Association of Erie County, and a prominent trial attorney.  He was also a generous benefactor to the bar and the Western New York community.  He was universally recognized as a brilliant lawyer and a generous teacher.  With an inherently kind and gentle manner, Mr. Dougherty nevertheless excelled as a skilled courtroom advocate.  Those who practiced with or against him agreed that he was always forthright and scrupulously fair. His long and distinguished career personified the time-honored tradition of civility and set a standard to emulate.



It is in Charles Dougherty’s memory that this award is established.  In establishing it, we honor the career of Charles Dougherty and all those many lawyers who labored in years past to elevate professional standards. 



Criteria:  This award is to recognize the exemplary conduct of an attorney [or judge] who observes the principles of civility and decorum.   Such conduct shall include that which: 


1. 
Demonstrates courtesy and professionalism in dealings between lawyers, judges, court personnel, witnesses and clients. 



2. 
Promotes the resolution of legal matters and avoids undue burden and expense.



3.  
Elevates the standard of integrity, honor and courtesy in the legal profession.

Civility Award Past Recipients:


2006
John Cegielski (posthumously)
2007
John L. Kirschner


Joseph C. Vispi
2008
Douglas S. Coppola

2009
Richard N. Blewett



Joseph B. Mistrett

2010 John F. Canale

2011 Hon. Hugh B. Scott

BAR ASSOCIATION OF ERIE COUNTY

ANNUAL DINNER AWARDS

Charles H. Dougherty Civility Award Nomination Form

A résumé or similar biographical material for the nominee should accompany this form.  

This nomination must be submitted by March 2, 2012 to:

Awards Committee 

Bar Association of Erie County

438 Main Street, Sixth Floor, Buffalo, New York 14202

NOMINEE:
 






















TITLE OR POSITION: 



















BUSINESS ADDRESS: 




















TELEPHONE NO.



 FAX: 



 E-MAIL: 










NOMINATION SUBMITTED BY:

NAME:  






















TITLE/AFFILIATION:  



















ADDRESS:






















TELEPHONE NO.  



 FAX:  


 E-MAIL: 










In the space provided below, please provide as much supporting information regarding the nominee’s qualifications 
for this award.  Please continue on the backside or use additional sheets if necessary.

